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Museum of Glass hot shop director and lead gaffer Benjamin Cobb places a hot piece of glass in colored sand to make it pink while
working in the hot shop at the museum in Tacoma on Nov. 10.

Museum of Glass marks
20 years in Tacoma

BY CRAIG SAILOR
csailor@thenewstribune.com

The fires always burn at the
Museum of Glass. For the past
two decades, orange-hot mol-
ten glass has kept glass blowers
busy and audiences enthralled
inside the museum’s tilted
cone.

Twenty years have passed
since that cone became an
instant icon for Tacoma when

the museum opened. The Mu-
seum of Glass’s (MOG) cre-
ation heralded a rebirth for the
city’s long-neglected waterfront
and made the City of Destiny a
center for glass art.

For a look back at MOG’s
first 20 years The News Tri-
bune interviewed the mu-
seum’s executive director along
with two glass blowers who
have been at the museum from
its opening.

BUILDING A MUSEUM

MOG’s hot shop director
Benjamin Cobb was living in
New York state when he first
heard about a museum being
built on the West Coast. While
blowing glass at Corning Glass
Museum in 2001, Cobb ran
into a friend who told him
about the project going up in a
town called Tacoma, some-
where south of Seattle.

“And she said they have the
balls to call themselves the

Museum of Glass,” Cobb re-
called. Intrigued, he applied for
a position and was hired while
the hot shop was still under
construction.

Hot shop gaffer Gabe Feenan
was working in the Bay Area
when he heard about MOG. He
started work there a month
after the museum opened in
July 2002.

“So we showed up,” Cobb
said. The pair were hired by
glass artist Charlie Parriott,
‘who oversaw the design and
construction of the hot shop.

“The three of us at the time,
were all very different,” Cobb
said. “And I don’t think we
knew what the museum was.
But we were told that the hot

SEE MUSEUM, 8A

Walmart shooting raises need
for violence prevention at work

BY ALEXANDRA OLSON
AND ANNE D'INNOCENZIO
Associated Press

NEW YORK

The mass shooting Wednes-
day at a Walmart in Virginia
was only the latest example of a
workplace shooting perpetrated
by an employee.

But while many companies
provide active shooter training,
experts say there is much less
focus on how to prevent work-
place violence, particularly how

to identify and address worri-
some behavior among employ-
ees.

Workers far too often don’t
know how to recognize warning
signs, and even more crucially
don’t know how to report suspi-
cious behavior or feel empo-
wered to do so, according to
workplace safety and human
resources experts.

“We have built an industry
around how to lock bad guys
out. We have heavily invested
in physical security measure

like metal detectors, cameras
and armed security guards,”
said James Densley, professor
of criminal justice at Metropol-
itan State University in St. Paul,
Minnesota and co-founder of
the nonprofit and nonpartisan
research group The Violence
Project. But too often in work-
place shootings, he said, “this is
someone who already has ac-
cess to the building.”

The Walmart shooting in
particular raised questions of
whether employees feel empo-

wered to speak up because it
was a team leader who carried
out the shooting.

Identified by Walmart as
31-year-old Andre Bing, he
opened fire on fellow employ-
ees in the break room of the
Chesapeake store, killing six
people and leaving six others
wounded. Police said he then
apparently killed himself.

Employee Briana Tyler, who
survived the shooting, said Bing
appeared not to be aiming at
anyone in particular. Tyler, who
started at Walmart two months
ago, said she never had a nega-
tive encounter with Bing, but
others told her that he was “the
manager to look out for.” She

SEE WALMART, 3A

Two victims
in plane crash
were from
Gig Harbor,
Roy

BY CRAIG SAILOR
csailor@thenewstribune.com

Two of the four occupants
killed Nov. 18 when their plane
lost a wing and crashed during a
test flight in Snohomish County
were Pierce County men.

Scott A. Brenneman, 52, of
Roy, and Nate Lachendro, 49,
of Gig Harbor, were killed in the
accident, the Snohomish County
Medical Examiner’s Office said
Wednesday.

Also killed were Nathan W.
Precup, 33, of Seattle and David
‘W. Newton, 67, of Wichita,
Kansas.

All four men died from blunt
force injuries, the medical ex-
aminer rule

Lachendro is listed as the
engineering program manager
for Seattle acronautical mod-
ification firm Raisbeck
Engineering.

According to a donation
website, Scott Brenneman left
behind a “loving family, adoring
dog and numerous friends and
colleagues in the aviation com-
munity.”

Raisbeck was leasing the
single-engine Cessna Grand
Caravan 208B EX to collect
“baseline aircraft performance
data,” according to a statement
from the company’s president,
Hal Chrisman.

The plane crashed in an agri-
cultural field near Harvey Field
Airport, according to the National
Transportation Safety Board.

The plane left from Renton
around 9:30 a.m., the federal

SEE PLANE CRASH, 4A
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MUSEUM

shop was a glimpse into
the working artists stu-
dio.”

Cobb wasn’t used to
working in a public hot
shop with an audience
hanging on every move,
but he quickly became
accustomed to the “fish
bowl” like setting.

Since then, the two men
have gone from gawking
fan boys to peers with
some of the greatest glass
artists of the 21st century.
They've seen glass art
become more sophisti-
cated and more accepted
as an art form on a par
with any other.

And, they’ve met their
heroes like Italian glass
master Lino Tagliapietra.

“I think it’s been really
cool to work with those
people who I'used to look
up to as invincible, god-
like glassblowers and see
them messing up or mak-
ing something that’s a
little off center. Oh,
they’re human,” Feenan
said.

Away,” was working in the
hot shop.

“If somebody can draw
it on paper, then we can
figure out a way to make
it,” Cobb said. “But I feel
like I'm learning this
week. (Moran is) doing
things I’ve never seen
done.”

EVOLVING GLASS

As techniques have
been refined since the
1960s when art glass be-
gan to take off so has the
resulting work. The
breadth and sophistication
in glass art has only in-
creased since MOG
opened.

Take a walk through
MOG’s 13,000-square-
foot gallery and you’ll see
art that has, except the
medium of glass, little in
common with each other.
Recently, a full-size arm-
chair made from delicate
glass filaments occupies
one corner. Life-like birds
fill a case. A multi-colored
chandelier by Tacoma
native Dale Chihuly

CHEYENNE BOONE Cheyenne Boone/The News Tribune
Museum of Glass hot shop gaffer Gabe Feenan molds a

hot piece of glass with a piece of cloth while working in
the hot shop at the museum in Tacoma Nov. 10.

something they’d like to
see turned into glass.
Cobb and Feenan say it’s
one of the most challeng-
ing and rewarding aspects
of their roles.

“Just seeing the kids,
how excited they get, and
then seeing the family,
how excited they get,”
Feenan said. Those early
participants are now in
their 20s and sometimes
return to the hot shop.

“They say to us, ‘That
was a game changer,””
Feenan said. “It was still a

Instead, it’s put in an
annealer, where it cools
down over hours or days.

Still, there is shattered
glass — often when a work
separates from the poles
the blowers use to blow,
extract molten glass and
keep it hot. Breaks are a
hazard of the medium.

“You don’t get too, too
emotional about it,” Cobb
said.

Feenan still grimaces
over the memory of a
mistake he made years
ago that sent an artist’s

MOG’s surroundings.
Linked to the waterway
via the Chihuly Bridge of
Glass, the museum has
witnessed the revital-
ization of Tacoma’s pollut-
ed waterfront — once a
Superfund site. Today, the
museum is flanked by
condos, apartments, busi-
nesses, parks and prome-
nades.

“A lot of that was our
positioning as kind of a
leader and connecting the
waterway,” Lenk said. “It
just really shows the im-
portance that culture can
make to our business
district and university
district.”

CHANGING FOCUS

MOG was envisioned
and began as museum
dedicated to glass art but
soon changed its focus to
contemporary art. In
2007, it swung its focus
back to exclusively show-
ing glass art and mixed
media that incorporates
glass. Today, it’s the only
one of its kind in the west-
ern United States.

In 2021 MOG acquired
the Robert Minkoff
collection. Minkoff, a
Washington D.C. resident,

program to schools and
takes its traveling hot shop
into the community.

FINANCES AND FUTURE

After some lean years in
its history, Lenk said,
MOG today is financially
healthy. Half of its income
comes from contributions
(donations, grants, mem-
bers) and the other half is
earned from admissions,
commissions and store
sales.

MOG'’s stature in the
glass world was evidenced
earlier this year when
Tacoma served as the host
city for the Glass Art
Society’s annual
conference. It brought a
who’s who of glass to
Tacoma.

As the Museum of Glass
enters its next 20 years, it
will continue to strengthen
its community engage-
ment programs and in-
crease opportunities to see
artists in action.

All of it presided over by
the shiny cone.

“Almost daily people
are outside taking pho-
tographs,” Lenk said. “If
they get engaged, they
want to be out in front of
the cone. When they grad-

TEACHING AND stretches nearly floor to big deal to them and that  complicated work crash- was one of the foremost uate, they want a photo in
LEARNING ceiling. Nearby, the gone-  feels good. Ilove making  ing to the floor when it glass art collectors in the front of the cone. It’s pret-
During the year, the but-not-forgotten art deco  things, but when you ac- was seconds from being nation. MOG also acquires  ty incredible, the number

museum’s robust visiting
artist program keeps the
hot shop occupied more
than half the time. Cobb,
Feenan and the other
permanent workers help

ferry Kalakala is memo-
rialized in glass.

“You can see that it’s no
longer just about tech-
nique and making the
most pristine thing,” Cobb

tually touch somebody’s
life, it makes it that much
more special.”

There are two versions
made with one going to
the child and the other put

finished.

“And it just smashed
and it went on the ground
in 100 pieces,” he said. “I
know the guy well, we’re
friends and I still apol-

an artwork from each
visiting artist.

“We have one of the
only collections that’s
grown in a way that’s
documenting the growth

of times we look out the
window and see photog-
raphers.”

MOG BY THE NUMBERS
« Exhibitions since

artists realize their vision.  said. “It’s more about the  on display at MOG. ogize to this day.” of the movement,” Lenk 2002: 140
Feenan learns new skills idea.” said. « Temperature of liquid
from each visiting artist he Glass is not easy to work BREAKING GLASS AT THE HELM Because there are few glass: 2,100 degrees Fah-

works with.

“When I first started
working here, T really
treated that as an educa-
tion,” Feenan said. “And
throughout the 20 years, I
feel like I'm still learning.”

In the early years, vis-
iting artists would bring
their own glass blowing
teams. Now, they usually
rely on MOG’s.

That was the case last
week when artist John
Moran, the winner of
Season 3 of Netflix glass
blowing series, “Blown

with. Large projects re-
quire a team. It’s expen-
sive. Skills take years to
develop.

MOG has leveled the
playing field by creating
programs that allow every-
one from Hilltop kids to
wounded veterans to work
in the hot shop.

KIDS DESIGN GLASS

A long-standing pro-
gram at the museum, Kids
Design Glass, allows
children to submit their
conceptual drawings of

With so many artists
and other projects over
the years, Cobb and Fee-
nan don’t always remem-
ber, when visiting a gal-
lery or museum, if they
had a hand in its making.
The pair work on 20 to 40
pieces a week.

Unlike a painting where
an artist can revisit a can-
vas over days or weeks, a
work in glass usually
needs to be completed in
one day. Hot glass cannot
be left out in the open to
cool or it will shatter.

MOG'’s executive direc-
tor, Debbie Lenk, has
spent eight years running
the museum. She previ-
ously worked for Weyer-
haeuser. Lenk brought a
financial background to
the museum, which has
weathered tough financial
times in its history.

‘While Tacoma Art
Museum has undergone
two expansions in recent
years, MOG’s footprint
hasn’t changed in the last
two decades.

‘What has changed are

traveling glass shows,
MOG had to develop its
own. Some of those have
gone on to other mu-
seums. A show dedicated
to Seattle-based artist
Preston Singletary, whose
art frequently reflects his
Native American heritage,
opened at MOG in 2018.
That show is currently at
the National Museum of
the American Indian in
‘Washington, D.C.

In addition to its in-
house programs, MOG
maintains an outreach

renheit

+ Annual visitors: Over
100,000

« Percent of visitors
attending free of charge:
40

+ Annual hot shop vis-
iting artist residencies:

+ Children reached
through educational pro-
grams:

5

Source: Museum of Glass

Craig Sailor:
253-597-8541, @crsailor



